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What better place to immerse yourself in an aspect of Catholic thought than in Rome‐the city of
martyrs, of saints, of the successors to the first pontiff, St. Peter. 

Nineteen graduate students from leading universities around the world had just this opportunity
when from June 23‐27, 2014 they attended a seminar held in the heart of Rome on "St. Thomas
Aquinas on Free Choice," led by Professor Stephen L. Brock (Pontifical University of the Holy Cross).

Participants came from a wide variety of backgrounds‐some studying Theology or Philosophy, others
English or Political Science, one even pursuing medical training with a specialization in Clinical
Pathology and Medical Ethics. 

These talented students addressed challenging topics on the
nature of free choice, among them: the question of will as a
kind of appetite; grades of freedom; and self‐determination
and beatitude. 

Apart from their rigorous daily discussions and presentations on
assigned texts, students were able to bond outside the
classroom. Some attended an optional Mass in English offered
daily in the Chapel at the University of the Holy Cross; others
explored the churches, crypts, and sights of Rome in their free
time. Seminar participants capped their experience by sharing
a meal at a pizzeria in walking distance from the famous
Spanish Steps.
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Jagannathan 
Dhananjay Jagannathan, a PhD student in Philosophy at the

University of Chicago, said of the seminar: "In addition to learning a great deal about an important
thinker in the Aristotelian tradition, which is my area of study, I thoroughly enjoyed the
intellectual company of the other seminar participants, graduate students from a wide variety of
fields and interests." 

What most impressed him about the seminar were the intense and stimulating discussions amongst
students and faculty that were rooted in open inquiry: "Fr. Brock skillfully brought together
philosophical and theological issues in the interpretation of Aquinas, and the conversation was
spirited throughout; I am confident therefore that anyone, regardless of their religious background
or disciplinary training, could have profited from the seminar."

Lumen Christi hopes that the seminar participants will indeed grow from their rich and intense
intellectual exchanges, that their experience in Rome will lead to publications and various
pedagogical projects, and that this community of young scholars will continue beyond this summer
to consider how Catholic thought can address the most urgent and vital of human questions.

Help Us Continue Reaching These Students

Since 2009, the Lumen Christi Graduate Seminars in the Catholic Intellectual Tradition have
attracted top doctoral students from fields in the humanities and the social sciences, introducing
them to a central theme, question, or text in the Catholic philosophical, theological, spiritual, or
social traditions. 

The explicit goal of the Lumen Christi Summer Seminars is to influence the quality of future faculty
available to our colleges and universities. The seminars also build community; providing role
models and mentorship as well as concrete material, emotional, and intellectual support to young
scholars who often have had little or no exposure to the Catholic intellectual tradition.

Please consider sponsoring or making a contribution to support the 2015 summer seminars today!  

MAKE A GIFT.
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